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Toward Lifelong and Lifewide Learning



• Education is one of the most sophisticated designed 
systems for fostering human evolution, but at the same 
time it has become one of the most sub-optimized.  

• The relational modes and modalities of the modern 
educational system continue to promote habits of thinking 
and norms of being that are less and less relevant.
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The Pace of Change in Educational Systems 



Napoli, Italy – 22-24 January 2018 

• Situations / contexts that are – 
• Volatile 
• Uncertain 
• Complex 
• Ambiguous 

• Experiences / encounters that are – 
• Rapid  
• Unpredictable 
• Paradoxical 
• Tangled

A VUCA and RUPT World



Napoli, Italy – 22-24 January 2018 

• We must work and live more and more 
in VUCA and RUPT environments 

• to meet these challenges  
– we cannot do it alone – 

• blind spots 
• myopias 
• monodisciplinary thinking 
• cultural biases

The Challenge of Life in a VUCA World



A call to innovate 
new educational 

vehicles for lifelong 
and lifewide learning.

Traditional brick-and-mortar schools with fixed learning 
environments (i.e., classrooms) and siloed subject-

matter courses with standardized “one-size-fits-all” 
learning modalities are not up to the task of preparing 

learners for life in a VUCA/RUPT world.



Connective Intelligence



Collective Intelligence



Empathetic Intelligence



An expanded understanding of learning

• Learning is a life-long and life-wide process that: 

– challenges the learner’s perspectives and facilitates 
the expansion of his/her worldview 

– promotes human fulfillment 
– enables the learner to cope with uncertainty and 

complexity 

– empowers the learner to creatively shape change and 
design the future in interaction with others and their 
living environment
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Learning modalities



Evolutionary Learning Community

… two or more people 

       … with a shared identity, 

               … a common purpose and 

                       … a commitment to the joint creation of meaning.

spaces where people can learn together about the 
interconnected nature of our world, the ecological impact 
of our individual and collective choices, and the joy of 

finding a meaningful way to contribute to the emergence 
of sustainable and evolutionary futures. 

A community that 
learns how to learn in 

harmony with the 
dynamics of its 

broader environment.



• Strong and explicit core values embracing thrivability 
• Recognition of individual and collective benefits of 

sustainability 
• Commitment to collaborative learning and to self-

actualization  
• Understanding of the evolutionary systems perspective 
• Expanded sense of responsibility and accountability 
• Acceptance of the role as an agent of socio-cultural 

evolution

Characteristics of the  
Evolutionary Learning Community



Toward Evolutionary Learning Ecosystems

It is time to create 
Evolutionary Learning 
Ecosystems as the new 

educational vehicles to link 
together learning communities 

that discover and innovate 
interdependent sets of 

solutions to VUCA challenges 
for a just, healthy and 

thrivable planet 
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Be the 
change...


